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Pope Francis' Apostolic Letter Patris corde (with
a Father's Heart) pays tribute to the tender, loving,
and obedient father Saint Joseph. The Apostolic
Letter celebrates the 150th Anniversary of Saint
Joseph being declared Patron of the Universal
Church. To mark this anniversary Pope Francis has
proclaimed a special "Year of Saint Joseph." This
began on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Concep-
tion of 2020 and will extend to the same feast in
2021. To celebrate this special year we will hang a
canvas of Saint Joseph in our church for all to ven-
erate. We will also be doing a Saint Joseph Novena
on our social media outlets. The Church this year
celebrates the Solemnity of Saint Joseph on March
19th. The novena will begin March 10th and end
on March 18th. We look forward to all of you join-
ing us to celebrate Saint Joseph.
—Fr. Macario

Christ Carrying the Cross_El Greco; c. 1580
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York

Celebrate St. Joseph

I call to you, Lord, all the day long;;
to you I stretch out my hands.

Will you work your wonders for the dead?
Will the shades stand and praise you?

—Psalm 88; 10-11

EYUEYUEYUE

Behold, now is a very acceptable time;
behold, now is the day of salvation.

Pues bien, ahora es el tiempo favorable;
ahora es el día de la salvación.

—2 Cor. 6:2





2

oooo

Leif Arvidson grew up in Cordova, Alaska in a com-
mercial salmon fishing family. His grandfather emigrat-
ed from Sweden in the early 1900s and tragically passed
away at age 37 after a fishing accident. Despite that loss
as a child, Leif’s father followed in his own father’s
footsteps and also became a commercial fisherman. He
included Leif, who helped out on the salmon boats, from
second grade through college. He used his earnings to
help pay for college.
The youngest of four, Leif was raised in a Catholic

family. At eighteen years old, a Baptist friend asked him
questions about his faith. The friend’s advice; you
should read the Bible more. “I read the Bible cover to
cover that summer and it changed my life.”
He attended Franciscan University in Steubenville,

Ohio graduating summa cum laude with a bachelor’s de-
gree in history and a minor in theology. He also earned a
law degree from Notre Dame in 2002. He met his wife in
college, who was originally from Wisconsin and they are
now the proud parents of ten children, ages 23 to 9
months. The oldest three are now attending college.
In Wisconsin he was also involved in Eucharistic Ado-

ration, Parish Council, RCIA, as well as volunteering at
a food pantry. Leif first learned about Blessed Stanley
and plans for the shrine about two years ago when a
group came from the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and
toured the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe (La Crosse,
Wisconsin) where he was Executive Director. “They
brought materials about Blessed Stanley and I showed
them around, introduced them to the directors of differ-
ent departments.” He had no idea then that he would
someday be in Oklahoma, working on this project.
Ten children was his wife’s dream. “She prayed nove-

nas to St. Gerard, (patron saint of expectant mothers)
and Saints Joachim and Anne.” We had a girl, followed
by seven boys, then a girl and a boy. The family has ad-
justed well to life in Oklahoma. They arrived this past
July from La Crosse, Wisconsin. As Executive Director
of the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe for ten years, he
oversaw a shrine with 45 full or part-time employees, 50
volunteers, 30,000 benefactors and 75,000 pilgrims an-
nually.
On their new life in Oklahoma, he said, “We love the

weather.” He commented favorably on the drier summer
humidity and as this interview was conducted on an un-
seasonably warm day after the ice storm of 2020, he
said, “In Wisconsin, you are in for seven more months of
hard winter.” He also said, “People in Oklahoma are so
sincerely and genuinely friendly and welcoming and
nice.”
Leif enjoys working with the “the great team Arch-

bishop Coakley has assembled.” The logistics of such a
large project involve the input and coordination of many;
from the Board members to the Building Committee, his
assistant, Cynthia Aranda, a St. Charles parishioner and
many archdiocesan staff members. He calls them all “a
blessing.”
“This is all part of the Church’s mission. Jesus’ words

are a guiding light to him. Matthew 28:18 “All authori-
ty in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything that I
have commanded you. And remember, I am with you al-
ways to the end of the age.”
—Monica Knudsen

Welcome to Oklahoma, Leif Arvidson, ExecutiveDirector, the Stanley Rother Shrine

Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine, architecture inspired by Father Rother's parish church in Santiago Atitlan, Guatemala
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Leif Arvidson creció en Córdova, Alaska en una
familia de pescadores comerciales de salmón. Su abuelo
emigró de Suecia a principios del siglo XX y falleció
trágicamente a los 37 años después de un accidente de
pesca. A pesar de esa pérdida cuando era niño, el padre
de Leif siguió los pasos de su propio padre y también se
convirtió en pescador comercial. Incluyó a Leif, quien
ayudó en los barcos pesqueros de salmón, desde segundo
grado hasta la universidad. Usó sus ganancias para
ayudar a pagar la universidad.
Leif, el más joven de cuatro, se crió en una familia

católica. A los dieciocho años, un amigo bautista le hizo
preguntas sobre su fe. El consejo del amigo; deberías
leer más la Biblia. "Leí la Biblia de cabo a rabo ese
verano y cambió mi vida".
Asistió a la Franciscan University en Steubenville,

Ohio, donde se graduó Summa cum laude con una
licenciatura en historia y una especialización en teología.
También obtuvo un título de abogado en Notre Dame en
2002. Conoció a su esposa en la universidad, que era
originaria de Wisconsin y ahora son los orgullosos
padres de diez hijos, de entre 23 y 9 meses de edad. Los
tres mayores ahora están asistiendo a la universidad.
En Wisconsin, también participó en la Adoración

Eucarística, el Consejo Parroquial, RICA, y también fue
voluntario en una despensa de alimentos. Leif supo por
primera vez sobre el Beato Stanley y los planes para el
santuario hace unos dos años cuando un grupo vino de la
Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City y recorrió el Santuario
de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, donde él era Director
Ejecutivo. "Trajeron materiales sobre el Beato Stanley y
yo les mostré los alrededores, los presenté a los
directores de diferentes departamentos". Entonces no
tenía idea de que algún día estaría en Oklahoma,
trabajando en este proyecto.
Diez hijos era el sueño de su esposa. “Rezó novenas a

San Gerardo, (santo patrón de las mujeres embarazadas)
y a los santos Joaquín y Ana”. Tuvimos una niña,
seguida de siete niños, luego una niña y un niño. La
familia se ha adaptado bien a la vida en Oklahoma.
Llegaron el pasado mes de julio desde La Crosse,
Wisconsin. Como Director Ejecutivo del Santuario de
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe durante diez años,
supervisó un santuario con 45 empleados a tiempo
completo o parcial, 50 voluntarios, 30,000 benefactores
y 75,000 peregrinos al año.
Sobre su nueva vida en Oklahoma, dijo: "Nos encanta

el clima". Comentó favorablemente sobre la humedad

más seca del verano y, dado que esta entrevista se llevó a
cabo en un día inusualmente cálido después de la
tormenta de hielo de 2020, dijo: "En Wisconsin, te
esperan siete meses más de duro invierno". También
dijo: "La gente en Oklahoma es tan sincera y
genuinamente amable, acogedora y agradable".
Leif disfruta trabajar con el "gran equipo que ha

formado el arzobispo Coakley". La logística de un
proyecto tan grande implica el aporte y la coordinación
de muchos; desde los miembros de la Junta hasta el
Comité de Construcción, su asistente, Cynthia Aranda,
un feligrés de St. Charles y muchos miembros del
personal arquidiocesano. Él los llama a todos "una
bendición".
“Todo esto es parte de la misión de la Iglesia. Las

palabras de Jesús son una luz que lo guía. Mateo 28:18
“Se me ha dado toda autoridad en el cielo y en la tierra.
Id, pues, y haced discípulos de todas las naciones,
bautizándolos en el nombre del Padre y del Hijo y del
Espíritu Santo y enseñándoles a obedecer todo lo que os
he mandado. Y recuerda, estaré contigo siempre hasta el
fin de los tiempos ".

Bienvenido a Oklahoma, Leif Arvidson,Director Ejecutivo del Santuario Stanley Rother

6 Why did the frog take the bus to work today?

His car got toad away.

6 What do you call an apology written in

dots and dashes?

Re-morse code.



Pictures of the Stanley Rother Shrine in this issue are
computer generated architectural renderings of proposed

structures, courtesy archokc.org.
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On July 28, 2022, the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
will dedicate the Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine at SE
89th and Shields, forty-one years from the day of our lo-
cal priest’s death. It will be a shrine and complex con-
sisting of a 2,000-seat church, chapel, tomb of Stanley
Rother, education building, event space, outdoor areas
for shrines and devotions and a Pilgrim Center with one
side for offices and the other for a gift shop and muse-
um.
Stanley Rother: a quiet Okarche farm kid, seminarian

with academic problems in Latin, local parish priest,
missionary to a tropical war-torn Guatemala, and martyr
on July 28, 1981 at age forty-six. It was a long way
from peaceful Oklahoma wheat fields to the intrigue and
violence of Santiago Atitlan in the 1970s and 80s. Mar-
tyrdom and sainthood were unlikely destinies for this
unassuming, mechanically gifted priest from a devout
Catholic farm family.
Check out the Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine webcam

for construction progress in a live feed:
https://archokc.org/shrinewebcam

Executive Director Leif Arvidson said, “In September
and October, the area was cleared and the underground
work; piping and conduits was done.
The $40 million project is partly financed by the One

Church, Many Disciples campaign as well as private do-
nations.
“In October and November, they poured the concrete

for the church. Recently, they started putting up steel
framing.” He said there have been blips such as the ice

storm last fall but “everything is falling into place well
and we are on time.”
A unique feature of the shrine landscaping will be Te-

peyac Hill, a fifty-foot hill modeled after the hill where
Juan Diego experienced a visit from the Blessed Mother
to him in the winter of 1531. There will be a trail to the
top and a place to have devotionals.
By definition, “a shrine in the Roman Catholic 1983

Code of Canon Law, canons 1230 and 1231 reads: ‘The
term shrine means a church or other sacred place which,
with the approval of the local Ordinary, is by reason of
special devotion frequented by the faithful as pil-
grims’” (Wikipedia).
Leif Arvidson said, “A shrine is a great way to high-

light the beauty of the Catholic faith. Shrines are places
of renewal, places for people to travel to from all over
the world to dedicate or re-dedicate their lives to God.”
Arvidson continued, “The two pillars of pilgrimage are
Confession and Mass and those two sacraments will be
available daily at the shrine.”
On December 1, 2016, Stanley Rother, Servant of

God, was beatified. The rite of Beatification ceremony
was held in Oklahoma City on September 23, 2017.
Blessed Stanley Rother is the first martyr from the Unit-
ed States and the first U.S. born priest to be beatified.
Leif Arvidson said, “The Archbishop’s pastoral letter

and plan, Go Make Disciples – that is what it’s all about.
This is one part of that evangelization. It is a wonderful
honor and blessing to be part of this.”
—Monica Knudsen



The Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine — A Church for All — Is Taking Shape

Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine, altar and reredos (an ornamental screen covering the wall at the back of an altar)
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El 28 de julio de 2022, la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma
City dedicará el Santuario del Beato Stanley Rother en
SE 89th y Shields, cuarenta y un años desde el día de la
muerte de nuestro sacerdote local. Será un santuario y
complejo que constará de una iglesia de 2,000 asientos,
capilla, tumba de Stanley Rother, edificio educativo,
espacio para eventos, áreas al aire libre para santuarios y
devociones y un Centro de Peregrinos con un lado para
oficinas y el otro para una tienda de regalos. y museo.
Stanley Rother: tranquilo campesino de Okarche,

seminarista con problemas académicos en latín, párroco
local, misionero en Guatemala, un país tropical
devastado por la guerra y mártir el 28 de julio de 1981 a
los cuarenta y seis años. Fue un largo camino desde los
pacíficos campos de trigo de Oklahoma hasta la intriga y
la violencia de Santiago Atitlán en las décadas de 1970 y
1980. El martirio y la santidad eran destinos poco
probables para este pequeño granjero del Medio Oeste,
sin pretensiones y dotado mecánicamente.
Vea la cámara web del Santuario del Beato Stanley

Rother para ver el progreso de la construcción en una
transmisión en vivo (https://archokc.org/shrinewebcam).
Al escribir estas líneas en noviembre de 2020, el director
ejecutivo Leif Arvidson dijo: “En septiembre y octubre,
se despejó el área. El trabajo subterráneo; tuberías y
conductos; eso se está haciendo ahora.
El proyecto de $ 40 millones está financiado en parte

por la campaña Una Iglesia, Muchos Discípulos, así
como por donaciones privadas.
“En octubre y noviembre, vertieron el hormigón para

la iglesia. Recientemente, comenzaron a colocar
estructuras de acero ". Dijo que ha habido puntos como

la tormenta de hielo del otoño pasado, pero "todo está
encajando bien y estamos a tiempo".
Una característica única del paisaje del santuario será

el cerro Tepeyac, un cerro de quince metros siguiendo el
modelo del cerro donde Juan Diego experimentó una
visita de la Santísima Madre a él en el invierno de 1531.
Habrá un sendero hacia la cima y un lugar para tener
devocionales.
Por definición, “un santuario en el Código de Derecho

Canónico Católico Romano de 1983, cánones 1230 y
1231 dice: El término ‘santuario’ significa una iglesia u
otro lugar sagrado que, con la aprobación del Ordinario
local, es frecuentado por una devoción especial por los
fieles como peregrinos” (Wikipedia).
Leif Arvidson dijo: “Un santuario es una excelente

manera de resaltar la belleza de la fe católica. Los
santuarios son lugares de renovación, lugares a los que
personas de todo el mundo pueden viajar para dedicar o
volver a dedicar sus vidas a Dios ”. Arvidson continuó:
"Los dos pilares de la peregrinación son la Confesión y
la Misa y esos dos sacramentos estarán disponibles todos
los días en el santuario".
El 1 de diciembre de 2016 fue beatificado Stanley

Rother, Siervo de Dios. La ceremonia del rito de
beatificación se llevó a cabo en la ciudad de Oklahoma
el 23 de septiembre de 2017. El beato Stanley Rother es
el primer mártir de los Estados Unidos y el primer
sacerdote nacido en los Estados Unidos en ser
beatificado.
Leif Arvidson dijo: “La carta y el plan pastoral del

arzobispo, Ve y haz discípulos, de eso se trata. Esta es
una parte de esa evangelización. Es un honor y una
bendición maravillosos ser parte de todo esto ".

El santuario del beato Stanley Rother, una iglesia para todos, está tomando forma



Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine sanctuaryBlessed Stanley Rother
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We weren’t sure if we could do the Holiday Program
this year because of Covid. Normally the parish provides
Christmas and Thanksgiving groceries for a holiday
dinner for folks who otherwise could not afford one.
This includes turkey or ham for 100 households in need
who have been referred by parishioners. If the household
has children under 18, they also receive a Wal Mart or
Target gift card to buy presents for their children. St.
Charles parish has been doing this for decades.
This year we would have to take precautions. Our

volunteers in years past have been a cross section, from
the young to the elderly. The committee met and
decided, “let’s see what we can do.” We had a square
footage for the Dorothy Day Center, where we stage the
Holiday Program, but not all of it was useable because
of the space taken by packed grocery bags and the
people. We weren’t sure about the funds to spend as well
but people were generous and as we got closer to the
holidays, that was not a problem.
We determined that eleven people could safely work

in the warehouse and that would be a large enough
workforce to serve fifty families. These volunteers
would need to be in good health and follow Covid
protocols. Normally, we provide for 100 households but
eleven people couldn’t manage that number.
The food recipients came to the Dorothy Day Center.

They stayed in their cars and it was a drive-up
distribution. We loaded their groceries in the trunk. We
volunteers huddled outside to wait for folks to come by.
In years past, one of the highlights for me has been to

grill hot dogs and hamburgers on the gas grill located
outside the Dorothy Day Center for the food recipients at
Thanksgiving and Christmas. We volunteers provide a
lunch of hamburgers, hotdogs, chips, and drinks for
everyone who comes to pick up their groceries. I will
never forget the first year we did this. A little boy asked
me for an extra hamburger and said, “Food is hard to
come by right now.” Sadly, we couldn’t provide a meal
this year.
We kept the distribution streamlined. We did curb

service and the recipients went on their way. With the
funds donated and your generosity, we were able to
obtain fresh fruits and vegetables and non-perishables
from the Regional Food Bank.
Having the ability to do all this with limited access

was difficult. But people were able to receive a generous
amount of food. In addition to the fixings, they received
a roasting chicken and a ham or a turkey.
We are always mindful of the larger families. The

volunteers don’t know the names. The bags are
numbered and checked against the name by one person.
The bags also have the number of people in the

household written on them. We give more to the larger
families. We try to give in proportion to the size of the
family.
There is definitely a need. It is always a big thing for

us to see people’s faces and their gratitude. Thank you
for your prayers and all you have given to make the
Holiday Program possible for so many years and
especially this year.
—Philip Leon

The Holiday Program

In November, our school was honored by Keep Okla-
homa Beautiful, a nonprofit organization that works to
improve our Oklahoma communities through litter pre-
vention, waste reductions, and beautification. They
awarded St. Charles Borromeo Catholic School with
their K-12 Educators Award for 2020 at their annual En-
vironmental Excellence Celebration. This year’s celebra-
tion was held virtually over the school’s Thanksgiving
break. When the students returned, a Keep Oklahoma
Beautiful board member came after school one Tuesday
to deliver the award to the school’s Green Team.
The Green Team is an after-school group comprised of

roughly fifteen 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders, with a few mid-
dle school student helpers. The group sponsors, 3rd
grade teacher, Beth Sprague, and 4th grade teacher,
Brandy Skoropowski, lead the students in different activ-
ities to learn about caring for God’s creation. They in-
vest a lot of time in maintaining and improving the Out-
door Classroom, a magnificent space the school is
blessed with that allows us to move learning outdoors
and let students explore and be kids. Other projects for
the Green Team include a school-wide recycling initia-
tive and an upcoming farm-to-table project.
This is a huge honor for the school and really shines a

light on all of the wonderful work our school’s faculty
and staff are doing.
—Beth Sprague

The Green Team

The State of the Parish, 2020
!"!"!"!"!"!"!"!"!"!"!"!"!"!"!"!"!"

Caring for the St. Charles Community Garden also be-
came a solo endeavor for the gardeners. Each person
took care of their own garden bed and donated half or
more of their produce to the Dorothy Day Center. In the
“every cloud has a silver lining” department, the garden
had the most productive year ever of its thirteen year ex-
istence. Cooler temperatures and unusual rains in July
meant that tomatoes, peppers, butternut squash, basil,
sunflowers, and other herbs grew abundantly. Someone
said, “Well, it’s about time something good happened
this year!”

The St. Charles Community Organic Garden
oo

oo
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As a delivery-only food ministry, the challenges of
keeping the Dorothy Day Center operating during a
pandemic are not as steep. Two weekday volunteers,
who work separately, provide recipients with contactless
grocery deliveries. Each morning, Monday through
Friday, they call the people back who leave their
recorded requests for help on the Center’s hunger
helpline. By speaking with the recipient, they determine
food needs, an address and good time to deliver, then
pack groceries, drive to the destination and leave
groceries at the doorstep.
Director Marcus Evans said, “This has been an

incredibly tough year for everyone. The need for food is
up.” (8,090 individuals were served in 2020.)
On the third and fourth Saturdays each month, a

partnership with Catholic Worker volunteers meets at
the Dorothy Day Center to make deliveries to 200-300
households. After Bob Waldrop passed away, Steve and
Judy Hilovsky took his place and organized the tasks a
bit differently.
Before Covid hit, in a prescient move, they broke up

the group meeting into two days, sacking on Friday
afternoons and doing some deliveries and then sacking
frozen items and delivering the rest Saturday morning.
That cut down on the number of volunteers in the Center
at one time. The low-income senior apartment
complexes also requested that groceries be left in the
lobby and residents saw to distributing grocery sacks to
individual apartments.
Volunteers who take the parish’s donated foods in the

wooden bin to the Dorothy Day Center have always
worked alone. They gather up the donations Monday
mornings after the weekend Masses, take them to the
Dorothy Day Center and shelve them.

TheDorothyDay Center

SSVSSDSSVSSSSVSSDSSVSSSSVSSDSSVS

Equality in Our Community andWorld
I’ll begin with our last JustFaith meeting early last

November. Pastor Lee Cooper of Prospect Baptist
Church, OKC, presented a talk based on the burning
bush story in Exodus. “Moses,” he began, “take off your
shoes! You are standing on holy ground. I have seen and
heard my people’s suffering and I want you, Moses, to
do something about it!” Pastor Cooper reminded us that
we as Christians are all walking on that holy ground of
righteousness and the common good. And God wants us
to act when we see injustice. He told of growing up as a
Black child in our segregated city, life as a Black athlete
in a state university, and the multiple times he’s been
stopped driving while Black.

oo

Our initial JustFaith meeting happened in answer to
our growing concern about racial justice. In September
2020, twenty-two St. Charles parishioners began eight
weeks of study and prayer through the JustFaith Min-
istries program Faith & Racial Healing: Embracing
Truth, Justice and Restoration. We knew we were
painfully unaware of why our country has not come to
grips with racial inequality. Our purpose, especially in
light of the tragic police killings of Black Americans in
2020, was to seek understanding about the Black experi-
ence and to prayerfully explore our own just response as
Catholic Americans.
For our meetings we read and learned from several

books, videos, podcasts and more. We covered biogra-
phies and personal experiences of Black people through-
out our nation’s history from the 1600s through present
times. We took a quick walk-through of U.S. legislation
which systematically slashed at the lives and rights of
Black and Native American people as well those of im-
migrant peoples. We were aghast at how certain result-
ing daily-life discriminatory practices are alive and well
in our time. We recounted our own experiences of segre-
gation, hate and injustice. One woman voiced our com-
mon refrain of sorrowful amazement, “We just didn’t
know.”
We talked of ways in which we can change the in-

equality we see, from providing books for young readers
on Black history, to building intentional relationships
with people of other races, to working on public policy
to change inequities in our criminal justice system. We
ended the program determined to work to change what
we can within ourselves and to try to work as a parish
for equality in our community and world.

“God, grant that right here in America and all over
this world, we will choose the high way; a way in
which people will live together as brothers and
sisters…A way in which every nation will allow
justice to run down likewaters and righteousness like
a mighty stream…” —Martin Luther King. Jr.
—Linda Clark

6 What do you call a parade of rabbits hopping
backwards?
A receding hare-line.

6 What do you call a paper airplane that can’t fly?

Stationary.

oooo

oo
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Volunteer Sharon McAllister said, “The Environment
Committee is responsible for setting the tone for whatev-
er the liturgical season is. For example, Christmas is joy
and Lent is quiet and stark.” When you admire the poin-
settias and Christmas trees in the Yuletide season or the
white lilies on the altar at Easter, that is the work of the
Environment Committee, which is part of the Liturgy
Committee. “We use the things of nature to create a
prayerful attitude.”
Sharon said, “So much of what happens has a six to

eight week lead time for ordering.” In 2020, palms for
what everyone thought would be a busy Palm Sunday,
had been ordered in January, long before the churches
suddenly shut down in March. The problem was solved
by having a drive-by palm distribution in the parking lot;
the first in St. Charles history.
Sharon noted that Holy Week is their busiest time with

many moving parts; things that must be put up and taken
down. Decorations placed in the church which set the
tone for Palm Sunday are replaced with an elegant all
white floral arrangement for Holy Thursday and an alter-
nate venue to worship becomes established in Beckman
Hall. This alternate venue reflects the Garden of Gethse-
mane and allows the congregation a special place for
prayer during Adoration. The second worship space is
called the Altar of Repose. Once again, the church envi-
ronment changes to set Good Friday’s solemn tone.
Then, Holy Week quickly transitions to Easter. What

was set up in the church for Good Friday services disap-
pears and the Altar of Repose is taken down. Then, on
Saturday morning the church environment transitions
once more reflect the full on glory of Easter. Father
Macario played a major role in seeing that all these mov-
ing parts changed smoothly as no volunteers were able
to enter the building during this part of the lockdown.
For Easter, Sharon ordered plants but no one could be

in the church to decorate. Fr. Tim met the florist at the
sacristy door. They placed the plants in the hallway and
left. Father Luschen told her, “I know people are willing
to help but we are really concerned about keeping every-
body safe.”
A special shout-out and grateful appreciation goes to

Father Macario who has stepped in and done the work of
a half dozen people in the Environment Committee by
setting up and taking down the plants, trees and liturgical
symbols such as altar cloths that create our holy, prayer-
ful and beautiful altar and elevate the church to a prayer-
ful environment. Thank you and God bless you, Father
Macario and Father Luschen for all you have done for us
during the pandemic.
—Sharon McAllister

Drive-by Palms and a Grateful Shout-Out
to FatherMacario and Father Luschen

SSVSSDSSVSS

SSVSSDSSVSS
The Saint Vincent de Paul Society is a blessing and an

opportunity that I am grateful to have found. Let me
share one of my first experiences that, overwhelmingly,
touched my heart.
We were called to help a young couple who had just

moved to Oklahoma from California. It was a cold win-
ter evening, probably a lot different from the weather
they had left in California. The husband was in landscap-
ing and did not speak English. The wife was a mother
with two small children, an infant and a toddler. The
brother-in-law was also living with them in their small
two- bedroom apartment.
Their apartment was exceedingly neat and clean but

with little furniture. There were air mattresses to sleep
on, two chairs and a table in the kitchen, and a couch and
television in the living room. The kitchen did not have
enough cups, plates, and silverware to eat at the same
time together.
They needed help with a utility bill, which we were

able to pay for them. At that time, St. Vincent de Paul
Society operated a thrift store in Oklahoma City. We
were able to give vouchers to get free clothing, furniture,
household goods, etc. We offered the voucher to the
young mother, who did not have coats, blankets,
kitchenware that we take for granted. She tried to de-
cline. When we asked why, she said, “There might be
others who needed it worse than my family.” We were
able to convince her there was plenty there for her fami-
ly and others.
What a great lesson for me that evening. There are so

many people with good hearts who are in situations
where they need help. These people are not greedy or
lazy. We have been given the opportunity to meet them
and do what we can to help. It is the opportunity to put
faith into action and live the gospel message.
For the 12 months ended September 30, 2020:
We provided $18,262 in assistance to those we served;

average client disbursement of $156 made directly to the
landlord, utility, or other service provider; 293 persons
were helped by Vincentians; 117 in person home visits
or telephone visits; and 114 food deliveries made and
813 volunteer hours of service were made by Vincen-
tians.
We meet on the second Monday of the month at 7:00 pm.

We invite anyone to come and see if it is for them.
—Kathy Shannon

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society
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Litany of Solidarity and Light

From out of the depth of our communal hearts
We bring concerns into the longed-for light of Christ.

For those of us without employment or underemployed, Grace of God be with us.
For those starting a new life in marriage, Grace of God be with us.
For our children struggling with distance imposed in learning and socially, Grace of God be with us.

For we who are in a cycle of addiction, Emmanuel, be our strength
For those carrying new life, Emmanuel, be our strength
For we who are weighted down by persistent prejudice, Emmanuel, be our strength

For our families managing divorce and separation, Christ, dwell in us.
For we who are worn and weary in the role of caregiver, Christ, dwell in us
For us staring into the face of institutional injustice, Christ, dwell in us.

For those of us feeling helpless before the Coronavirus,
Son of God be our comfort.
For we who are lonely after long months behind masks and closed doors,
Son of God be our comfort.
For we that during a pandemic have struggled with cancer, chronic illness and health concerns,
Son of God be our comfort.

From out of the depth of our communal hearts
We bring concerns into the longed-for light of Christ.
Shine into crevices of darkness,
Illumine paths forward,
Warm the soil of society that green shoots shall spring forth.

Amen

mkj

During the first three months of 2020, it was business
as usual at the St. Charles/McAuley Clinic. We had six
to eight clinics a month for our 75+ clients.
By April, the practice to see patients changed. We

started following the CDC recommendations: no waiting
rooms. Also, medical students were not allowed to vol-
unteer, as required by the OU facility.
Our Medical Director wanted limited staffing so from

April to July limited service was provided. Our patients
did get their medication
Then in July we opened to see patients but on a limited

schedule. The volunteer staff was not available because
there was concern for them to be in the clinic environ-
ment. The staff was three volunteers with the provider!

During the fall months, even with the holidays, we
kept the doors open. I’m so proud of those who have
been there for us.
We used “phone conferencing!” Many hours were

spent on the phone to keep in contact with our patients.
We had 282 in house visits by our patients in 2020.
Prayers are powerful!
During this time of Covid we have had two special

volunteers who were there most always. Roberta Billy
and Jan Egan were taking blood, coordinating volun-
teers, checking patients in or taking them their medicine
to insure they were taken care of during this difficult
time. We appreciate all of our doctors that continue to
see patients especially Dr. Bohn the medical director.
—Roberta Billyoooo

The St. Charles/McAuley Health Clinic
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St. Charles Borromeo—January 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 3 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26

31

11 2 2 3 1

27 29 30

11 2 1
Confessions every
Saturday at 3 pm
Adoration every

Wednesday
at 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

28

M
2
7
14
21
28
31

T
1
8
15
22
29

W
2
9
16
23
30

T
3
10
17
24
31

F
4
11
18
25
28

S
5
12
19
26
29

Dec 2020
S
1
6
13
20
27
30

M
1
8
15
22
25
31

T
2
9
16
23
26

W
3
10
17
24
27

T
4
11
18
25
28

F
5
12
19
26
29

S
6
13
20
27
30

Feb 2021
S
1
7
14
21
28
31

9:00 AM-10:30 AM
Virtual RE
Classes

9:00 AM-10:30 AM
Virtual RE
Classes

9:00 AM-10:30 AM
Virtual RE
Classes

Epiphany

Baptism of
the Lord

9:30 AM Zoom
Confirmation
9:30 AM Zoom
Middle School

RE

9:00 AM-10:30 AM
Virtual RE
Classes

9:30 AM Zoom
Confirmation
9:30 AM Zoom
Middle School

RE

9:00 AM-10:30 AM
Virtual RE
Classes

9:30 AM Zoom
Confirmation
9:30 AM Zoom
Middle School

RE

Adoration
11:00 am–3:00 pm
every Wednesday

10:30 AM Food
Bank Delivery

6:00 PM Zoom
Social Ministry

Board

Martin Luther
King Holiday

7:00 PM Eng.
Baptismal Seminar

mtg room C

7:00 PM Eng.
Baptismal Seminar

mtg room C

7:00 PM
Parish Council

Zoom

5:30 PM
Stewardship

Meeting Zoom

5:30 PM
Finance Board

Zoom

Youth Group
6:30 PM-8:00 PM

Youth Group
6:30 PM-8:00 PM

Youth Group
6:30 PM-8:00 PM

6:30 PM-8:00 PM
Virtual RE Classes

6:30 PM-8:00 PM
Virtual RE Classes

6:30 PM-8:00 PM
Virtual RE Classes

4:30 PM
Newsletter
Meeting

7:00 PM RICA

7:00 PM RICA

7:00 PM RICA

7:00 PM RICA

9:00 AM Catholic
Worker Delivery

MaryMother
of God

New Years Day
9:00 AM Catholic
Worker Delivery

9:00 AM Catholic
Worker Delivery

9:00 AM Catholic
Worker Delivery

9:00 AM
Baptismal

Seminar Esp. in
Beckman Hall

9:00 AM
Baptismal

Seminar Esp. in
Beckman Hall

11:00 AM
Baptisms
English

11:00 AM
Baptisms
Spanish
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St. Charles Borromeo—February 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 3 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 25 26

31

11 2 3 4 5

27 29 30

11 2

Confessions every
Saturday at 3 pm
Adoration every

Wednesday
at 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

28

1

M
2
4
11
18
25
31

T
1
5
12
19
26

W
2
6
13
20
27

T
3
7
14
21
28

F
1
8
15
22
29

S
2
9
16
23
30

Jan 2021
S
1
3
10
17
24
31

M
1
8
15
22
29
31

T
2
9
16
23
30

W
3
10
17
24
31

T
4
11
18
25
28

F
5
12
19
26
29

S
6
13
20
27
30

Mar 2021
S
1
7
14
21
28
31

9:00 AM-10:30 AM
Virtual RE
Classes

9:30 AM Zoom
Confirmation
9:30 AM Zoom
Middle School

RE

9:00 AM-10:30 AM
Virtual RE
Classes

9:30 AM Zoom
Confirmation
9:30 AM Zoom
Middle School

RE

9:00 AM-10:30 AM
Virtual RE
Classes

9:30 AM Zoom
Confirmation
9:30 AM Zoom
Middle School

RE

9:00 AM-10:30 AM
Virtual RE
Classes

9:30 AM Zoom
Confirmation
9:30 AM Zoom
Middle School

RE

6:00 PM Zoom
Social Ministry

Board

Presidents
Day

10:30 AM Food
Bank Delivery

National Catholic School Week

Adoration
11:00 am–3:00 pm
every Wednesday7:00 PM EN

Baptismal Seminar
mtg room C

7:00 PM EN
Baptismal Seminar

mtg room C

5:30 PM
Finance Board

7:00 PM
Parish Council

Zoom

5:30 PM
Stewardship

Meeting Zoom

6:30 PM-8:00 PM
Virtual RE Classes

6:30 PM-8:00 PM
Virtual RE Classes

6:30 PM-8:00 PM
Virtual RE Classes

Ash Wednesday
Eng. Mass
7:00 AM
12:10 PM
6:30 PM
Misa en Esp.
8:00 PM

Youth Group
6:30 PM-8:00 PM

Youth Group
6:30 PM-8:00 PM

Youth Group
6:30 PM-8:00 PM

4:30 PM
Newsletter
Meeting

7:00 PM RICA

7:00 PM RICA

7:00 PM RICA

6:30 PM
Stations of the

Cross
(in person and

online)

7:00 PM RICA

6:30 PM
Stations of the

Cross

9:00 AM
Baptismal

Seminar SP in
Beckman Hall

9:00 AM
Baptismal

Seminar SP in
Beckman Hall

9:00 AM Catholic
Worker Delivery

9:00 AM Catholic
Worker Delivery

6:00 PM
Baptisms English

11:00 AM
Baptisms Spanish

These are
live online
and
recorded for
viewing
anytime
during the
day.
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Before Change

I am not yet converted
turned from the habits to which I revert,
not yet gazing starward for stumbling on the worn path.
Desire, though, like water on my roots
surges to my limbs—
rising by your hand—
to my lips that they may,
as some fountain,
bubble praise
and by the fluid Spirit move my mind
and change my ways.
mkj

6 My friend Joe recently went on the Dolly Parton diet…
It really made Joe lean, Joe lean, Joe lean, Joe leannnnnnn…

6 Today I learned that if a canoe turns upside down in the
water, you can safely wear it on your head.
Because it’s capsized.

January Saints and Days

01 Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God
02 Ss. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen;Memorial
03 The Epiphany of the Lord; Solemnity
04 USA: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton;Memorial
05 USA: St. John Neumann;Memorial
06 [USA: St. Andre Bessette]
07 [St. Raymond of Penyafort]
10 The Baptism of the Lord; Feast
13 [St. Hilary]
17 Second Sunday of Ordinary Time
20 [St. Fabian; St. Sebastian]
21 St. Agnes;Memorial
22 USA: Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of

Unborn Children
23 [USA: St. Vincent; St. Marianne Cope]
24 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
25 The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle; Feast
26 Ss. Timothy and Titus;Memorial
27 [St. Angela Merici]
28 St. Thomas Aquinas; Memorial
31 Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

February Saints and Days

02 The Presentation of the Lord; Feast
03 [St. Blaise; St. Ansgar]
05 St. Agatha;Memorial
06 St. Paul Miki and Companions;Memorial
07 Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
08 [St. Jerome Emiliani; St. Josephine Bakhita]
10 St. Scholastica;Memorial
11 [Our Lady of Lourdes]
14 Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
17 Ash Wednesday
21 First Sunday of Lent
22 The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle; Feast
23 [St. Polycarp]
28 Second Sunday of Lent



Humilitas
We, your newsletter team, submit this issue with humility and thanks to God: Roberta Billy, Michael Carpenter,

Linda Clark, Art Hernandez, Kathy Judge, Monica Knudsen, Philip Leon, Sharon McAllister,
Father Macario, Margaret Phipps, Kathy Shannon, Beth Sprague

print shop: Karen Flores, Jennifer Hernandez-Reyes

Saint Charles Borromeo Catholic Church
5024 N.Grove, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73122

(405) 789-2595 ~ www.stcharlesokc.org
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Baptisms-November
Elizabeth Guadalupe Lopez Leal

Angel Simon Castillo
Leonardo Sigala Loera

Ximena Garcia De La Rosa
Miranda Xitlali Garcia Gallegos

Esmeralda Guerrero

New Parishioners-November
Margarita Aquilar

Maria Torres Salazar
Julio and Amanda Solis

Miguel and Karina Medina
Michael and Lurah Jewell
Arturo and Marlene Salazar

Anniversaries-January
Jan. Anniv.
04th Jesus and Aurora Escobar 30th
05th Jose and Yolanda Vargas 20th
06th David and Kathy Johnson 40th
07th Efren and Lucia De Loera 14th
09th Forrest and Linda Boswell 49th

Salvador and Maria Escalera 31st
15th Rowdy and Diane Miller 28th
18th Alfredo and Erika Diaz 16th
23rd Steven and Sara Brown 37th

Richard and Teddy Devero 67th
Abel and Carmen Gallegos 27th

25th Bill and Anne King 47th

Parish LifeParish Life

6 What do you call a Christmas wreath made
out of $100 bills?

Aretha Franklins.

6 I ’m not wearing glasses anymore.

I’ve seen enough.

6 Why should the number 288 never be mentioned?

It’s two gross.

Deaths-December
Luis Tovar
Gayle Hahn

New Parishioners-December
Alejandro Gomez and Zulema Garcia

Baptisms-December
Hutch Charles Slatnick

Josue Isaac Gonzalez Lopez
Esmeralda Jimenez

Charlotte Louise Jewell

Anniversaries-February
Feb. Anniv.
01st Salvador and Lucia Velasco 19th
04th Alejandro and Lorena De Anda 09th
07th Ruben and Laura Hernandez 19th
10th Lauro and Claudia Saucedo 36th
19th Raymond and Sharon Carter 55th
25th Stuart and Alicia Galbo 26th
27th Boyd and Rossanna Blackaby 33rd

Deaths-November
Jesus Esparza

Mary Kathleen Marks


